FROM   TSARDOM   TO   THE   STALIN   CONSTITUTION
wide range of other subjects. Thousands of valuable ideas which
would otherwise have been lost were garnered from these "wall-
newspapers" and applied for the benefit of all.
Legislation, probably the most advanced in the world, was
enacted affecting women and children. Brothels, which were legal
and blessed by the Russian Church under Tsardom, were declared
illegal. The stigma of illegitimacy was abolished, and children
born out of wedlock and unmarried mothers had the same rights
under the law as children born in marriage and married mothers.
Women were accorded the same rights as men with equal pay for
equal work; the highest positions in the land were open to women
on the same terms as to men. Employed women were granted
eight weeks' absence from work with full pay before and after
childbirth, and 950 creches, even as early as 1924, were organized
in the villages, in which peasant women could leave their children
whilst they were at work. The status of women had truly been
revolutionized.
The palaces of the Romanovs and the mansions of the wealthy
landowners, bankers, industrialists, and merchants, on the shores
of the tideless Black Sea, on picturesque banks of rivers, in beautiful
mountainous areas throughout the vast country, were turned into
holiday homes, rest-homes, children's homes, sanatoria, etc., under
the control of the Soviets and the Trade Unions.
How were the masses reacting, and what effect was all this
advanced legislation producing in the mood of the people? Here
we can only quote two witnesses who visited the U.S.S.R. in the
summer of 1924: Mr. Lancelot Lawton, of the Daily Chronicle,
and Dr. Storr-Best, of the Daily News. After a visit to an opera,
Mr. Lawton wrote:
"Let me hasten to add that in Russia to be called a proletarian is to
be specially honoured; the proletarians are the chosen ones of the earth.
"They occupied all the best seats in the house; the spacious Imperial
box from which the Tsar and his family used to view the performance
was filled to overflowing with them (how strange to see sitting there
young Communist girls wearing red handkerchiefs on their heads and
eating sunflower seeds), while several of the boxes at either side of the
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